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November 1, 2006 

Data on Ricky withheld, legislator says 
Republican candidate says investigation is 'stonewalled'; prosecutor wanted records sealed. 
Karen Bouffard / The Detroit News 

Just days after his adoptive mother was convicted of murder, the already politicized death of Ricky Holland is becoming a bigger issue 
on the eve of Tuesday's election. 

A state Republican lawmaker claimed Tuesday that child protection records showing what happened to the 7-year-old before his death 
are being withheld from the public until after the election to protect state officials from political embarrassment. 

Rep. David Law, R-Commerce Township, chairs a special committee investigating the July 1, 2005, murder of the onetime foster child 
from Williamston. 

He said the investigation has stalled because lawmakers still don't have access to the files, and urged their release. 
"We've been stonewalled from valuable information we need," said Law, who is seeking re-election Tuesday against Democrat Lisa 

Brown of West Bloomfield Township. 
"I'm guessing they're not going to give it to me until after the election, because they don't want the fallout from it. 
"It's a sad day when the death of a child is used for political purposes." 
A spokeswoman for Gov. Jennifer Granholm said the records are sealed because Ingham County Prosecutor Stuart Dunnings III is still 

investigating the death. 
Ricky's father, Tim, pleaded guilty to second-degree murder in September, and his testimony helped convict his wife, Lisa, on Friday. 
"Everyone wants justice for Ricky. To suggest that politics is at play is an outrageous statement," said Liz Boyd, Granholm's 

spokeswoman. 
"It is the prosecutor who has said he has an investigation continuing. 
"He needs to complete his work." 
Ingham County prosecutors have said other charges are possible after a jury convicted Lisa Holland, 34, of killing the boy with a 

hammer. 
She insisted the boy ran away until her husband led authorities to his body in January. 
At an October debate, Granholm's opponent, Republican businessman Dick DeVos, said he agrees with statements that she is 

"personally responsible" for his death. 
The Office of the Children's Ombudsman and state Department of Human Services completed separate investigations into death. 
But Children's Ombudsman Verlie Ruffin and DHS officials said they could not turn Ricky's files over to the lawmakers, or to the media, 

while Ricky's murder was still under investigation, at the request of Dunnings. 
"There's no choice, there's an ongoing investigation," Dunnings said. 
"I don't understand what's political about it. I did this last spring, before any of these insinuations came up." 
You can reach Karen Bouffard at (734) 462-2206 or kbouffard@detnews.com. 

Return to regular web page 
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Lansing State Journal Letters  
November 1, 2006  

Ad isn't right 

As I'm checking the Web site for WoodTV in Grand Rapids, I ran across an article saying 
the Republican Party is sending out brochures blaming Gov. Jennifer Granholm for the 
deaths of three Michigan citizens and also the death of an innocent boy. 

Is Dick DeVos getting so desperate now that he is stooping to this to get elected? She had 
no hand in these cases. The blame belongs to the previous governor when he offered the 
early out retirement and thousands of state employees left, leaving who was left doing the 
job of three other people each. 

Kim Donaldson 
Mason 
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Prosecutor says man 
abused girlfriend's 3 
children 

Boy, 8, testifies he was whipped, tied 
with rope 

By Susan Vela  
Lansing State Journal 

Soon after they began dating in February 2005, Samuel Courtland moved into his girlfriend's 
Lansing home. 

Cynthia Daniel worked at a Big Lots store while Courtland stayed at her duplex home, minding 
Daniel's three boys. 

Assistant Prosecutor Bill Crino said it wasn't long before Courtland, as their authoritarian baby sitter, 
started abusing the children. 

Whippings, smacks on barely-healed injuries and burns. These brutal forms of punishment killed 
the youngest of Daniel's boys, 2-year-old Jalyn Daniel, Crino told a jury Tuesday morning. 

Courtland, 32, faces life in prison on charges of murder and child abuse. 

During opening arguments, Crino said his case hinged on three main points: Control, vulnerability 
and abuse. 

"It is our theory that the defendant engaged in a continued course of serious physical child abuse 
on Jalyn," Crino said. "That was ultimately what killed him." 

Daniel, 31, already has pleaded guilty to involuntary manslaughter and child abuse. She will testify 
against Courtland during the trial. 

Defense attorney Peter Samouris noted there are reasons to be skeptical of whatever she says. 

"They've got the wrong person," Samouris said. "The mother cut a deal to save her life." 

His client has denied ever abusing Daniel's children. Courtland also has denied punishing Jalyn's 
sibling by tying him up with a jump rope and whipping him while he was upside down, as the 8-year-
old testified Tuesday. 

While Samouris did not offer any opening arguments Tuesday, Crino began the first day of 
testimony by saying that Courtland's abuse escalated until it became lethal on May 12, 2005, when 
Daniel and a family friend were visiting a Mount Pleasant casino. 

What's next 

• Samuel Courtland's trial continues at 9 a.m. Thursday. 
He faces murder and child abuse charges in the May 
2005 death of 2-year-old Jalyn Daniel, the son of his then 
live-in girlfriend. 
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They returned after 4 a.m. the next day to find Courtland not in Daniel's home, 6217 Grovenburg 
Road. 

Wheezing child 

Daniel checked on her boys and discovered that Jalyn was asleep but wheezing severely and 
seemingly unconscious. 

She splashed water on the child's face and tried to get him to drink some water to revive him. The 
child was conscious but very lethargic, Crino said. 

Daniel was able to reach her boyfriend on the telephone, and he eventually returned to the 
Grovenburg residence. He kept blaming Jalyn's condition on a meal that included jalapenos. 

Police weren't called to the home until shortly before 6 p.m. May 14. Later, hospital doctors would 
discover Jalyn's muscles stiff with rigor mortis, indicating he had been dead for hours. 

The boy had burns and abrasions on much of his body. A hand was severely swollen. There was 
the imprint of a household iron on his back and buttocks. 

'Not an accident' 

Dr. Joyce deJong, a forensic pathologist, testified that Jalyn died from complications associated 
with multiple blunt force and internal injuries. 

"This is not an accident," deJong said of the iron imprint. "This is intentional." 

Contact Susan Vela at 702-4248 or svela@lsj.com. 

 

Copyright 2006 Lansing State Journal Use of this site signifies your agreement to the  
Terms of Service (updated 12.20.02) 
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Parents arrested after baby found with 10 fractures 
Abuse charges likely today; police tipped off by emergency doctors 

Wednesday, November 01, 2006 

BY AMALIE NASH  

News Staff Reporter 

A young mother and father whose first child was born four months ago are expected to be arraigned today 
on child abuse charges after they brought their son to the hospital with  

10 broken bones - including a fractured skull, authorities said.  

Police were called to the  

University of Michigan Medical Center on Monday night when the infant's 22-year-old father and 19-year-old 
mother sought treatment for the child there. The parents took the baby - who is 4 months old this week - to 
the family pediatrician after his foot was swelling, and the  

doctor referred them to the emergency room, Detective Chris Fitzpatrick said.  

At the hospital, physicians discovered a litany of broken bones in various stages of  

healing, Fitzpatrick said. The infant had fractures to his arms, legs, ribs and a fractured skull.  

According to police reports, the parents were unable to  

explain the boy's injuries. In later interviews, they admitted they had been rough with the child, police said.  

It was the first baby for the couple, who were homeless but moved in with the woman's  

father on North Maple Road in Ann Arbor after the birth of the child, reports said.  

The mother and father were arrested and lodged at the Washtenaw County Jail. The  

father is expected to be charged with first-degree child abuse, and the mother is expected to be charged 
with second-degree child abuse.  

Fitzpatrick said the baby  

remains at the hospital, where he appeared to be in good  

spirits Tuesday, and child  

protective workers also are  

involved in the case.  

Amalie Nash can be reached at anash@annarbornews.com or  

734-994-6832.  
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Police look at molestation charges  
Wednesday, November 01, 2006 

By John Tunison 

The Grand Rapids Press 

HOLLAND -- Police are investigating whether a church volunteer accused of sexually assaulting a 9-year-
old girl also may have molested the girl's 8-year-old cousin.  

"We are investigating one additional possible victim," said Holland police Capt. Rick Walters, "but no 
additional charges have been filed."  

Walters said the 8-year-old girl made statements to prompt the investigation, and police interviewed her at 
the Children's Advocacy Center.  

Like the 9-year-old, she also attended programs at Calvary Reformed Church, where suspect Eric Wayne 
Vander Yacht, 50, was a church volunteer and part-time computer instructor for the ecumenical 
organization Heights of Hope.  

Vander Yacht was arraigned Tuesday in Holland District Court on a charge of first-degree criminal sexual 
conduct for the alleged Oct. 19 assault at the church, 995 E. Eighth St. His son, sister and friends were in 
the courtroom to offer support.  

One friend, John Shea, described Vander Yacht as a tireless volunteer who is a member of the morning 
Rotary Club and faithful co-organizer of the annual Holland 100 bicycle tour. He was shocked by what 
seems unbelievable allegations. But the victim's relatives, also in the courtroom, said the girl is "scared to 
death" Vander Yacht will harm her again.  

"I am so angry, because she is so little," said the girl's aunt, who is also her legal guardian. "It just makes 
you want to cry. I took so many precautions over the years to make sure nothing was going to hurt her.  

"After telling, she's been afraid. She won't even go stand by the street to wait for the bus anymore."  

Police allege Vander Yacht, assaulted the girl, described by family members as mentally impaired, after her 
family stopped to collect a food donation. The 9-year-old called Vander Yacht "Mr. Eric" and often talked 
about him when she attended a summer recreation program, relatives said.  

Vander Yacht's family declined comment.  

Send e-mail to the author: jtunison@grpress.com  

 
 

©2006 Grand Rapids Press 

© 2006 Michigan Live. All Rights Reserved.
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Sex predator or wrongly convicted? 

Lawyer to seek new trial or dismissal of charges today 

BY L. L. BRASIER and JOHN WISELY 
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITERS 

November 1, 2006 

An Oakland County jury weighed his fate for five hours before deciding that kindergarten teacher James Perry 
was guilty of an outrageous offense: 

Sexually assaulting two boys in his school. 

But a Free Press review of the case has found evidence never presented at trial -- information that raises 
questions about whether Perry, who faces up to life in prison at his Nov. 9 sentencing, committed a crime. 

The review, including interviews of witnesses never questioned by police and information obtained by Perry's 
new lawyer, reveals a case marred by conflicting testimony and debatable assertions about whether an assault 
happened. 

The prosecution's case was based almost entirely on the contradictory accounts of boys who were 4 and 5 in 
October 2005, when authorities determined the assaults occurred. That's an age where experts say children are 
susceptible to suggestion, and courts are often skeptical of their ability to separate truth from fiction. 

The review found: 

• Police never questioned three instructors in a special-education classroom where the assaults allegedly 
occurred. All three now say the crime could not have occurred there because the classroom was occupied at all 
times that day by students and at least one teacher. Prosecutors have argued consistently that the assaults took 
place in an empty classroom during lunch. 

• In court testimony, an Oak Park detective told jurors he recognized Perry from a previous case. The jury never 
was told that Perry was cleared in that case, has no criminal record and previously had never been charged with 
anything. 

• Contrary to the advice of counselors, the boys' mothers repeatedly questioned the boys -- on at least one 
occasion together -- about the attacks. Experts say such questioning, even if well-intentioned, can taint or 
influence the accounts of young children. 

• During the six-day trial, Perry wore a global-positioning tether that was clearly visible to jurors. Perry's trial 
lawyer never objected to the device, which is usually hidden to avoid an implication of guilt. 

At a hearing today, Perry's appellate attorney, Robyn Frankel, also plans to argue that Perry, 32, would not have 
had enough time to snatch the two boys from a lunch line, walk them down a long corridor to the special-ed 
room and assault them in the 15-minute time frame in which the attacks supposedly took place. 

Frankel plans to ask Oakland County Circuit Judge Denise Langford Morris to order a new trial or dismiss the 
charges. Perry, suspended from Key Elementary in Oak Park since the charges surfaced in February, was 
convicted in September. 

"Everything about this case is bad," Frankel said. "What they're claiming is a factual impossibility. This is not a 
game. This is a man's life." 

Oakland County Prosecutor David Gorcyca defends the conviction. 

"We make no excuses for this case and we stand behind the unanimous verdict of 12 jurors," Gorcyca said last 

Home | Back

 

James Perry was convicted in 
September. Now in the 
Oakland County Jail, he said 
he is sad, angry and afraid of 
going to prison. (Perry family 
photo) 

Free Press seeks to 
contact jurors 

The Detroit Free Press was 
forced to take prosecutors 
to court to obtain a list of 
jurors in the Perry case -- a 
public record under 
Michigan law. 

 
Prosecutors filed a motion 
to block the newspaper 
from obtaining the list, but 
the trial judge, Denise 
Langford Morris, ordered its 
release on Oct. 16. 

 
The newspaper, however, 
has not been able to talk 
with the jurors. 
Prosecutors, in a recent 
interview, admitted they 
contacted jurors by phone, 
mail and, in one case, a 
hand-delivered letter, 
warning that reporters 
might contact them. 

 
On Oct. 20, the Free Press 
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week. "I'll never apologize for convicting a pedophile." 

Gorcyca also deflected the statements of the special-education staffers. "Our job is to interview ... 
eyewitnesses," Gorcyca responded, "not everybody in the school." 

Oak Park Detective Erik Dolan, who took photos of the special-ed room after Perry was charged, concedes he 
never questioned the classroom's teacher, Clara Geary, or the two adults who worked with her: Terry Day, a 
paraprofessional, and Briggette White, a student teacher. 

Dolan recently told the Free Press he didn't question the trio because the boys claimed the room was empty and 
the school's principal had told him special-education students leave the room at lunch. 

Day, in an interview with the Free Press, said it would have been impossible to attack a child in the special-ed 
room. He said the room was always occupied because some of the children had disabilities that prevented them 
from going out to lunch, so three teachers always took turns staying with them. 

"Listen, with these kids, you had to keep everything consistent, so our routines never varied," said Day, who had 
worked at the school for seven years. 

Day says he knew Perry from sight. He said he hadn't seen Perry in the room in the days before the assaults "and 
he wasn't in the room that day." 

White said she would sometimes accompany special-education students to the cafeteria to purchase their 
lunches, but she always left an adult behind -- usually Day -- to watch those who had brought their lunches. 

"There was always somebody there," she said. 

Both Day and White have filed affidavits saying the room was always occupied. Geary testified at trial that the room was always occupied. 

All three say they did not come forward before because the Prosecutor's Office had never clearly identified the special-ed classroom as the site 
of the assaults. 

Asked about the new witnesses, Assistant Prosecutor Andrea Dean, who handled the Perry case, said the location of the assaults was irrelevant. 

"The jurors were never hung up on location," said Dean, who spoke with jurors after the verdict. "They believed the kids." 

David Moran, a criminal law professor at Wayne State University who was not involved in the case, said doubts about where the crime 
occurred weakened the case and the prosecutor's credibility. 

"That argument is an insult to the intelligence of the judge," Moran said. 

"When you prove that it happened in a specific place and new evidence proves that it couldn't have happened there, that not only undermines 
the location, it undermines whether it happened at all." 

Strong support 

Perry now sits in the Oakland County Jail. He spends his days reading and answering dozens of letters he has received from friends and fellow 
teachers, who also have written to the judge in support of him. 

"I pray that someday this will turn out all right, but I also know now that even if it does, I will never have my old life back," he said in an 
interview. "I can never go back to teaching. It was my life." 

Said his father, Ed Perry, who lives in Berkley: "It has turned our lives upside down." 

When Perry took the stand at his trial, he insisted he had never had contact with the two boys, who were in another kindergarten class. He said 
he did not even know their names until he was confronted. 

When the prosecutor suggested that he didn't protest enough when he was accused, Perry became emotional. "I was devastated," he said. 

Perry, who has a bachelor's degree from Michigan State University and a master's degree from Western Michigan University, had been at Key 
Elementary not quite two months when the accusations surfaced.

filed a formal request under 
the Freedom of Information 
Act, seeking a copy of the 
letter, requiring the 
prosecutors to deliver it by 
Oct. 27. 

 
The Free Press has yet to 
receive the letter. 

 
An alternate juror reached 
last week by the Free Press 
said the new evidence 
questioning the location of 
the assaults would have 
prompted a vote of 
acquittal. 

 
L.L. BRASIER 
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"He was a very good teacher, kind and caring," said Ron Payok, the recently retired principal at Lessenger Elementary School in Oak Park, 
where Perry previously worked. "He was not your rah-rah ... kind of teacher. He was more soft-spoken. That's what made him good with the 
younger grades." 

It was at Lessenger, in 2003, that Perry had his first encounter with Dolan. 

The detective responded to a call about someone in a neighborhood with a video camera, who turned out to be Perry. Dolan suspected Perry 
might be the man who had recently exposed himself to a teenage girl. But when Dolan showed the girl Perry's photo, she said he was not the 
one. 

In his investigation, Dolan wrote then: "Perry was not involved in the original indecent exposure and his behavior, although unique ..." did not 
break "any criminal law." 

Perry, at the time, had been videotaping a deteriorating neighborhood for a school board presentation. 

Two years later, Dolan and Perry would cross paths again. 

The accusations 

On Oct. 12, 2005, a woman who had just moved to Oak Park from Chicago accompanied her 5-year-old son on his first day of kindergarten at 
Key Elementary. 

The boy was assigned to veteran kindergarten teacher Lynn Duncan. 

The mother said she returned to the school at about 11:35 a.m. to give her son a sack lunch. 

She would later tell police that she didn't immediately see him in the lunchroom, but soon spotted him emerging from a "dark corner" at the far 
end of a hallway, later identified as the special-education room. 

The mother told police that when she questioned her son, he said he'd had lunch with a teacher. She continued to question him and he said later 
that evening that the teacher had done "gay stuff" to him. 

The next day, the mother said, her son identified Perry on the school playground as his attacker. 

She took the boy to a hospital, where doctors found no injuries. But doctors reported the allegations to police, and, the following day, Perry was 
suspended with pay. 

A few days after the allegations were made, the boy's mother complained to Duncan that she was angry that her son had been "tea-bagged" -- 
slang for oral sex. She also said her son had been the victim of a similar attack in Chicago. 

About two weeks later, the boy was interviewed by Care House, a nonprofit center with counselors trained to interview sexual-assault victims. 

The boy's account shifted dramatically from what his mother had told police. 

In his account, he said he had been fondled by Perry and Perry attempted to force oral sex. The boy also told counselors that Perry pulled a 
second boy -- a 4-year-old -- from the lunch line and "tea-bagged" him. 

Three days later, the second boy was brought to Care House. But he denied that Perry molested him. 

The Free Press is not identifying the boys because of their ages. 

Dolan, meanwhile, was ready to present the charges to prosecutors. 

The request for an arrest warrant went to then-chief of warrants, James Halushka. 

Halushka turned it down. In a recent interview, Halushka, who has since left the Prosecutor's Office, said he did not recall the case, but that it 
would be a "no-brainer" to reject a case built on the conflicting accounts of two small children, with no corroboration. 

"I just wouldn't write" a warrant "on something like that," he said. 

The case was closed. Perry returned to teaching, though he sought a transfer. The 4-year-old, whose mother could not be reached for comment 
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despite repeated attempts, changed schools, too. The 5-year-old and his mother, who declined to speak to the Free Press, returned to Chicago. 

Case is reopened 

But in February, Gorcyca fired Halushka over what Gorcyca described as a difference in "management styles." 

Two days later, prosecutors reopened the case, sending Dolan out to reinterview the two mothers. 

Dolan's reports say that by then -- after the mothers had brought both boys together to talk about what Perry had allegedly done -- the younger 
boy reportedly told his mother that Perry had performed oral sex. 

With the younger boy now also incriminating Perry, prosecutors agreed to charge Perry with two counts each of first- and second-degree 
criminal sexual conduct. 

Dolan went to Perry's Ferndale home, where he concedes he put a gun to Perry's head, forced him to the floor and handcuffed him. 

Police searched the home and confiscated Perry's computer, cell phone and cameras. 

They found no pornography. But they did find photos of class Christmas parties and field trips, and videos, including "The Lion King," "Star 
Wars" and "Harry Potter." 

Both Dolan and Dean, the prosecutor, would later attempt to portray the videos -- outside the presence of the jury -- as "nonerotic 
pornography." 

At Perry's preliminary exam in March, the 5-year-old changed his account once more, insisting that he was alone with Perry. 

Experts say such shifting is not unusual. Care House director Amy Allen testified at Perry's trial that young children can be easily influenced by
adults and that repeated questioning can alter a child's memory. 

Perry, in the Free Press interview, said he is sad, angry and afraid of going to prison. Until his arrest, he said he had loved his life and his job. 
Now, he said, both are gone. 

"All I can do now is pray." 

Contact L.L. BRASIER at 248-858-2262 or brasier@freepress.com. 

Copyright © 2006 Detroit Free Press Inc. 
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BRIAN DICKERSON: Conviction in sex case doesn't pass smell test 

BY BRIAN DICKERSON 
FREE PRESS COLUMNIST 

November 1, 2006 

No one can say for certain whether 12 Oakland County jurors got it wrong last month when they convicted 32-year-old James Perry of sexually 
assaulting two young boys at the Oak Park elementary school where he taught kindergarten until October 2005. 

But new evidence reported in today's Free Press suggests that the alleged attack simply could not have taken place the way prosecutors told 
jurors it did -- and that should compel Oakland County Circuit Judge Denise Langford Morris to set aside the jury's guilty verdict in a post-trial 
hearing this morning. 

Even before his Sept. 20 conviction, James Perry was not a prepossessing figure; friends concede a vague resemblance to John Mark Carr, the 
delusional pervert who falsely claimed credit for JonBenet Ramsey's murder. 

But looking creepy isn't a crime. Neither is possessing videotapes of Harry Potter and "The Lion King," which Oakland County Assistant 
Prosecutor Andrea Dean described as "non-erotic pornography" after a police search of Perry's house failed to turn up anything more damning. 

Dean's case rested on the conflicting, ever-changing accounts of two kindergartners who identified Perry as their attacker. Oak Park Detective 
Erik Dolan told jurors that Perry yanked the boys out of a lunch line and attacked them inside an empty special education classroom. 

But the teacher assigned to the classroom, who was never interviewed by police, said the room was filled with children and adults when the 
attack is supposed to have taken place, and two other staffers have corroborated her testimony in sworn affidavits. 

Sloppy police work, the absence of any physical evidence that the assaults ever happened, and the disclosure that one victim's mother had made 
similar allegations about her son's sexual victimization in another city all raise grave doubts about Perry's guilt. 

Oakland County Prosecutor David Gorcyca and Dean insist that the exculpatory evidence reported in today's Free Press wouldn't have altered 
the jury's guilty verdict. But it's telling that when eyewitness accounts contradicting the prosecution's case surfaced, Gorcyca's first reflex was 
to block reporters from discussing them with the jurors who convicted Perry. 

Jurors' names and addresses are a matter of public record. But the prosecutor went to extraordinary lengths to keep them secret when the Free 
Press filed a routine request for the information. 

Judge Morris eventually ordered the names released. Gorcyca complied, but only after warning jurors that reporters might be contacting them 
with questions about the prosecution's case. 

Morris will have to summon all her political courage to take the extraordinary step of ordering a new trial. Her own federal court ambitions, the
publicity likely to arise from any intercession on behalf of an unpopular defendant and the risk of political retaliation by vindictive prosecutors 
all argue for passing the buck to appellate court judges. 

But justice requires that this slow-motion train wreck be brought to halt now. And justice is all Judge Morris should concern herself with this 
morning. 

Contact BRIAN DICKERSON at 248-351-3697 or bdickerson@freepress.com. 

Copyright © 2006 Detroit Free Press Inc. 
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Police seek man suspected to have taken Sturgis teen 
Wednesday, November 01, 2006 

Gazette Staff Reports 

Authorities continued to search this morning for a 14-year-old Sturgis girl who never arrived at school 
Tuesday morning.  

The girl, Sulema Galvan-Munoz, might be with a 19-year-old Sturgis man trying to take her to Mexico 
against her will, police said.  

Sulema is believed to be with Luis Alberto-Ruiz Santana, police said in a news release. The girl has made 
phone calls to family and friends from Santana's cell phone indicating that she is in the U.S. but that she 
does not know exactly where and that she needs help, police said.  

Authorities said the phone calls were short and that the girl was crying during some of them.  

Authorities said Santana has made a phone call to a friend of the girl's and said that he ``took'' her and was 
not coming back. Police said that prior to Tuesday, Santana had been trying to contact Sulema and had 
threatened to take her to Mexico after he was released from jail this summer.  

Police are looking for a red 1995 Mitsubishi Eclipse with Michigan license plate ACP6752. They described 
Sulema as 5 feet 2 inches tall, weighing 100 pounds, with brown eyes and black, shoulder-length hair with 
blonde highlights. She was last seen wearing a black-and-red sweatshirt with a zippered front, jeans and 
white tennis shoes.  

Santana was described by police as 5 feet 5 inches tall, weighing 122 pounds with short, black hair and 
brown eyes. He has aliases of Ruben Garcia and Joe Trevino.  

Anyone with information is asked to contact St. Joseph County Central dispatch at (269) 467-4195 or 
Sturgis police at (269) 659-7260.  

 
 

©2006 Kalamazoo 

© 2006 Michigan Live. All Rights Reserved.
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Man guilty of abusing 12-year-old girl  

SAN FRANCISCO A California man has been convicted of impregnating a girl he thought was his 
daughter, when she was 12. 

Thirty-nine-year-old Eviele Seuseu (eh-VEEL' soo-soo) faces life in prison after being convicted of 
various sexual assault charges. 

The girl's grandmother took her to the doctor in October 2004 because she was gaining weight, 
and it turned out she was 33 weeks pregnant. The girl, now 14, then revealed that her father had 
been sexually abusing her. 

After the baby was born, D-N-A testing revealed that Seuseu was not the girl's biological father. 

The victim and her daughter are now living in foster care. 

Copyright 2006 Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 
broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. 
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Granholm weighs in on race for House 
Tuesday, October 31, 2006 

By Susan J. Demas 

sdemas@citpat.com -- 768-4927 

Gov. Jennifer Granholm gave Sharon Renier a shout-out at a Jackson rally Monday, saying her Republican 
opponent was "too hard right."  

Renier, D-Munith, is squaring off against Tim Walberg, R-Tipton, in the U.S. House 7th District.  

"The Republicans are worried about Walberg. They should be," Granholm told 200 supporters at the 
Jackson Coffee Co. "We need change in Washington, as well ! and Sharon's going to give us that chance."  

Renier, who appeared with Granholm in Jackson and Battle Creek, said the governor's plug will help her 
campaign.  

Walberg's campaign drew criticism after the Citizen Patriot reported a staffer pleaded guilty Sept. 18 to 
domestic violence. Walberg said he knew of the incident involving Daniel Coons "on or around Sept. 12."  

Walberg did not fire Coons, who admitted to striking his 9-year-old foster child in the face. Coons resigned 
last week.  

Walberg stands by his statement that Coons' foster children should be returned to him, campaign manager 
Joe Wicks said.  

Walberg has slammed Granholm's leadership, agreeing with GOP gubernatorial candidate Dick DeVos that 
the governor bears responsibility for state Department of Human Services missteps in the Ricky Holland 
case. The 7-year-old's foster mother, Lisa Holland, was found guilty last week of his murder.  

"It happened on (Granholm's) watch. The statement that the buck stops is very true," Walberg said in an 
interview this month. "Dick DeVos would take responsibility -- good, bad or indifferent."  

DeVos said last week he would not have kept Coons on staff. He added Walberg and all politicians have a 
"responsibility to make sure individuals on staff reflect our values, our views."  

Granholm joined the criticism Monday, saying Walberg was "open to a charge of hypocrisy." The governor 
said she "probably" would have fired the official when she learned of the charges.  

Walberg said there was "no parallel" between his response to the Coons situation and Granholm's handling 
of the Holland case.  

"That's utterly ridiculous," Walberg said.  

 
 

©2006 Jackson Citizen Patriot 
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Article published Nov 1, 2006 
Analysts: Bush stop to shore up votes 
Andy Rathbun  
The Enquirer  

First lady Laura Bush's stop in Battle Creek five days before the Nov. 7 election has no political implications, according to the Republican 
National Committee.  

And if you believe that one, the committee also has a bridge in Brooklyn for sale.  

Michigan political analysts agreed Thursday's stop at the Michigan Victory 2006 Rally is an effort to shore up votes among area 
Republicans, whose support may be waning in some elections.  

"You don't send people of such high caliber this late in the game unless you're concerned," said Ed Sarpolus, vice president of the Lansing-
based polling firm EPIC/MRA.  

Bush originally was scheduled to stop in Lansing. On Monday, it was announced she would come to Battle Creek instead. Officials 
alternately explained the switch by saying her schedule was subject to change and she was always meant to visit Battle Creek.  

Ann Marie Hauser, a spokeswoman for the RNC, said there were "no political implications" to Bush's stop. Also, she said, the visit is not an 
effort to boost support for Tim Walberg, the Republican candidate in the 7th Congressional District facing lower-than-expected poll 
numbers and criticism from within his party.  

"He's in a heavy Republican district," Hauser said of Walberg. "I don't know if he's worried about being pushed over the top. I would 
disagree with your analysis."  

Others disagreed with Hauser's analysis.  

"It's pretty clear the Republicans still feel less than totally confident," said Craig Ruff, a senior policy fellow at the Lansing-based Public 
Sector Consultants Inc.  

According to Ruff, the RNC is trying to wear a calm face as it addresses Walberg's race.  

The visit isn't only meant to help Walberg, according to Sarpolus. Republicans everywhere are hurting, and the Democratic vote can sneak 
up on the GOP in Battle Creek.  

That could spell trouble for people such as Republican Mike Bouchard, struggling to overcome Democratic Sen. Debbie Stabenow, and 
Republican Dick DeVos, in a tight race with Democratic Gov. Jennifer Granholm.  

"No one wastes the first lady's time by sending her to (Battle Creek), unless there is some political usage," Sarpolus said.  

The 7th Congressional District race, in which Walberg faces Democrat Sharon Renier, Libertarian Robert Hutchinson and U.S. Taxpayer 
David Horn, has gotten increased attention in recent weeks.  

On Tuesday, CQpolitics.com, a nonpartisan Web site operating out of Washington, D.C., downgraded the race from "Safe Republican" to 
"Republican Favored."  

According to the site, the change signified the race is now considered mildly competitive. Though the site expects Walberg to win, it called 
him "less than a sure thing" and removed him from its "On Their Way" club, a list of those apparently bound for Capitol Hill.  

That status change was brought on by a few things.  

In late September, U.S. Rep. Joe Schwarz, R-Battle Creek, accused Walberg of financial wrongdoing in the primary election, a heated race 
that the congressman lost to Walberg. Schwarz's ousting also alienated some area Republicans who held Schwarz, a moderate, in high 
esteem.  
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In mid-October, a poll showed Walberg with a fragile 8-point lead over Renier.  

And last week, Walberg faced criticism from Democrats and Republicans alike for not firing a staff member charged with child abuse. The 
individual, who pleaded guilty to a lesser charge of domestic violence, resigned after the incident became public, roughly seven weeks after 
Walberg was told of the charges.  

According to Renier, the first lady's visit is another bullet in her campaign's barrel.  

"It's just going to give us that much more ammunition," she said, "that people are seeing that he's desperate."  

"I'm not desperate," Walberg said. "We think the campaign is going well."  

Doors open for the rally at 10 a.m. Thursday, with attendees encouraged to arrive no later than 10:45 a.m. Bush is expected to deliver 
remarks at 10:55 a.m. and then depart for other campaign stops Thursday in Illinois, Iowa and California.  

The event is being held at Western Michigan University's College of Aviation, 237 N. Helmer Road. To reserve a spot at the event, call the 
Calhoun County Republican Party at 209-4268 or the state Republican Party at 517-487-5413.  

Andy Rathbun covers City Hall and local news. He can be reached at 962-3380 or arathbun@battlecr.gannett.com.  
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Woman describes torture, assault  
Wednesday, November 01, 2006 

By Theresa D. Mcclellan 

The Grand Rapids Press 

ROCKFORD -- Police say Lester Eugene Wakefield Jr. put his girlfriend through "a nightmare" of torture.  

Now, the 43-year-old Ionia man has been ordered to stand trial in Kent County Circuit Court on five felony 
charges, including torture and assault with intent to commit great bodily harm less than murder. And since 
he is a convicted felon, he could face life in prison if convicted on the charges.  

The girlfriend appeared on the stand Tuesday as Kent County Assistant Prosecutor James Benison 
extracted details about the events of Oct. 7 and 8.  

The woman described an ordeal of intimidation and fear by a man she had dated three years.  

She said they came to Grand Rapids with friends on Oct. 7 to buy tickets for an upcoming Bob Seger 
concert at Van Andel Arena. Wakefield became angry when she balked at a comment a friend made about 
a woman on the street, she said.  

He then ordered a cab to take the two of them to their home in an Oakfield Township mobile home park, 
she said.  

When she awakened the next day Wakefield said: "You didn't think I'd forget, did you?" she said.  

"I knew then it was gonna be a long day for me."  

She said Wakefield, also known as Bruce Rohn, proceeded to bar the home's doors with chairs, cover 
windows with blankets, turn up burners on their stove and order her not to say a word.  

The woman said she was forced into a chair and Wakefield beat her. She said she felt blood running from 
both ears as he beat her about the head. He jammed his hand in her mouth, grabbing her tongue so fiercely 
he "tore the hinge of her tongue," District Judge Steven Servaas said.  

At one point, the woman asked the prosecutor, "Do I have to say it?" when asked for details about alleged 
threats Wakefield made against her with a curling iron.  

Later he drove them to a gas station and paid while she stayed in the car. She said she was afraid to run.  

"He was watching me. I didn't dare. He said he would kill me."  

Later he drove her to a relative's home, where she told one of Wakefield's nephews that he wanted to kill 
her.  

"I kept nudging him to say something, but he just said, 'I know. I know,' " she said.  

She soon went into a bedroom, called 911 and told a dispatcher she was being held hostage. State 
troopers arrived from the Ionia post.  

Wakefield's defense lawyer, Patrick Lannen, said the testimony "made it clear the prosecutor was 
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overzealous in his charges." At most, Wakefield could only be found guilty of domestic assault, Lannen 
said.  

But the judge countered that there was enough evidence for all charges, including torture, to stand.  

Wakefield's previous convictions include fraud, felony desertion of his children and failure to pay child 
support.  

Send e-mail to the author: tmcclellan@grpress.com  
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Program offers boys outlet 
Youth inmates find their voices 
Maureen Feighan | / The Detroit News 

GREEN OAK TOWNSHIP -- One by one, the teens stepped to the stage microphone, an unlikely mix of performers. 
Dressed in baggy beige pants and sweatshirts, some rapped and others sang about life on the streets, drugs, guns, fear and getting 

their young lives back on track. 
"You gotta believe this world will change," sang one teen. "Understand, this life is not a game. What would it be like if there was no more 

crime, no more dying? What would it be like?" 
This wasn't a local teen talent show. All 14 boys are detainees at Michigan's largest facility for young criminals, the W.J. Maxey Boys 

Training School. 
For six weeks, the youths -- whose names weren't released for security reasons -- were part of a special pilot program at Maxey called 

Project Roots. Using American roots music or folk music as their platform, they worked with a well-known local musician, Josh White Jr., 
and writer Mike Ball to put their own poems and words to music. They performed 10 songs Monday at a special concert at Maxey, 
including a group song called "How many years?" about the tough choices young people sometimes face. 

"A lot of these kids have lived lives you and I can't even imagine," said Ball, the program coordinator. "They've come from places and 
they cry out for help. What this does is say 'Look, your feelings are valid' and we do it with music." 

Monday's performance marked the second Project Roots show at Maxey. Funded by $20,000 from the state and $20,000 from the 
Michigan Humanities Council, the program started after Ball conducted a separate creative writing seminar at Maxey and realized the 
untapped talent there. A similar program is under way at the state's girls' training school in Adrian. 

Cheryl Scott, a music therapist at Maxey, said for kids who spend so much of their day talking about their problems -- in school and in 
therapy -- the program has been a good outlet. The teens met every Monday for two hours to work with White and Ball on their songs. 

Maxey houses about 160 young male offenders ages 12 to 21, some of whom have been convicted of serious crimes such as rape, 
assault and murder. 

From 6:30 a.m. until bedtime, detainees follow strictly regimented schedules that include school, meals, therapy and sometimes 
structured recreation. And while they do get some music and art -- an elective each student gets about 12 weeks a year -- Director Derek 
Hitchcock said Project Roots is the biggest music venture they've done. 

Ball said detainees were specially selected to be in the program. And while many had never heard of roots music, they quickly 
embraced it. 

At the concert Monday, teens sang songs with names like "Shackled Up" and "Life is No Guarantee." One detainee sang with White 
about his wish to be "normal" again. 

I know my life may never be the same 
But all I can do is live from day to day 
And pray I can conquer my shame. 
You can reach Maureen Feighan at (248) 647-7416 or mfeighan@detnews.com. 
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Published November 1, 2006 
[ From Lansing State Journal ]  

Our towns - news from our local communities 

ONONDAGA 

Highfields counselor named 'Wrapper of the Year' 
A Highfields Inc. counselor has been named "Wrapper of the Year" by the Michigan Department  

of Community Health. 

Carol Speckin-Shroeder, a wraparound facilitator for Highfields, earned the award for her work in  

helping families find and use resources in their communities to avoid having their children placed in  

other homes. 

Speckin-Shroeder became a wraparound facilitator in 2004. 

Highfields, a multi-service agency for at-risk children and families, provides wraparound services  

in Eaton and Clinton counties. 

- Stacey Range 
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3 teens hold up grandma 
65-year-old woman picks out granddaughter as one of culprits who stole drugs at gunpoint. 
George Hunter / The Detroit News 

WARREN -- Someone stole a grandmother's pain pills at gunpoint. And she didn't have to look far for the culprit, police say. 
Three teenagers are due to appear in court Nov. 9 on allegations they broke into a wheelchair-bound woman's home with the help of her 

own 16-year-old granddaughter, who already has confessed, police said. 
The 65-year-old woman, whose name wasn't released, fingered her granddaughter as a suspect after struggling to her kitchen and 

banging on pots and pans for 45 minutes before neighbors heard the racket and phoned police after the Oct. 17 robbery, authorities said. 
The granddaughter, it turns out, once lived with the woman but was kicked out when she suspected the youth was stealing medication, 

said Sgt. Louis Galasso. 
"She said her granddaughter had stolen pills from her five or six other times in the past, which is why she was kicked out," he said. 
The betrayal began when a man entered the woman's house wearing a winter coat and a scarf obscuring his face. "He pulled out what 

appeared to be a blue-steel revolver and demanded cash and pills," Galasso said. 
The suspect, who was with another man wearing a similar outfit, took pills, some cash, and her cell phone. Police are withholding the 

name of the granddaughter because prosecutors charged her as a juvenile after she confessed. She pleaded guilty in Macomb County 
Juvenile Court to home invasion. 

Eric Zielinski, the girl's 17-year-old boyfriend, was charged last week with first-degree home invasion, armed robbery, two counts of 
possessing a firearm while committing a felony, and interfering with a crime report. 

Alexander Herd, 17, and Brandon Avner, 18, were both charged last week with armed robbery and first-degree home invasion. 
You can reach George Hunter at (586) 468-7396 or ghunter@detnews.com. 
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Girl, 16, pleads guilty to robbing grandmother 
 

WARREN, Mich. -- A 16-year-old suburban Detroit girl has pleaded guilty for her role in the 
gunpoint robbery of her 65-year-old wheelchair-using grandmother, authorities say.  

Three other teenagers have been charged in the case and face a court hearing Nov. 9.  
According to Warren police, the teens broke into the woman's home Oct. 17 and took pain 
medication, cash and a cell phone. The name of the victim and her granddaughter were 
withheld.  
The granddaughter lived with her grandmother at one time but was kicked out over suspicions 
the girl was stealing medications, said Sgt. Louis Galasso.  
"She said her granddaughter had stolen pills from her five or six other times in the past, which 
is why she was kicked out," Galasso said.  
The granddaughter pleaded guilty in Macomb County juvenile court to home invasion, The 
Detroit News said.  
The other suspects are Brandon Avner, 18, and 17-year-olds Eric Zielinski and Alexander 
Herd. They face armed robbery and home invasion charges.  
___  
Information from: The Detroit News, http://www.detnews.com  
Copyright 2006 Associated Press 



Michigan Report 
 
October 31, 2006 
 

POLL: GRANHOLM WIDENS LEAD; 
HEALTH CARE A FACTOR 
 
A new poll gives Governor Jennifer Granholm her a 10-point lead over Republican 
candidate Dick DeVos, and she is benefiting from support by older voters and others for 
whom health care is a top issue.  The numbers put even more importance on the get out 
the vote drive for Republicans, said Ed Sarpolus, vice president of EPIC/MRA which 
conducted the poll for the Detroit News and other media outlets. 
 
The new poll, conducted Thursday and Sunday-Monday, gives Ms. Granholm a 52-42 
lead over Mr. DeVos, the largest lead she has held since before he went up with his ads in 
February.  In the EPIC/MRA poll last week, the governor held a 48-43 lead. 
 
But Mr. Sarpolus said the health care issue indicates voters are turning their attention to 
factors other than the economy.  The poll shows that for those whose top concern is 
health care, Ms. Granholm is favored 69-21 over Mr. DeVos, a jump of 14 points for her 
and drop of 3 points for him from an October 5 poll. 
 
And among retired voters, who comprise 34 percent of the sample, Ms. Granholm is 
favored, 59-35, an increase of 8 points for Ms. Granholm since early October. 
 
“Only half of the people say economy/jobs is the issue,” Mr. Sarpolous said.  “Now the 
other half are starting to weigh in.” 
 
With the addition of the health care factor plus trends showing Mr. DeVos support 
holding flat and a still-poor favorable/unfavorable rating at 40/49, Mr. Sarpolus said the 
challenge for GOP ticket is “to have a great get out the vote effort or convince people not 
to vote for Granholm.” 
 
But with undecideds likely to go to the challenger, he said it is “basically a four-point 
race (at 52-48)” and still within reach for Mr. DeVos. 
 
DeVos campaign spokesperson John Truscott said the campaign is not concerned about 
the new numbers, but agreed a winning push will require an effective get out the vote 
campaign and a message to “close the deal” so voters know who Mr. DeVos is and what 
he stands for.  “This is a completely different election from what we’ve seen in the past,” 
he said.  “Can Michigan really afford four more years of this?  There’s a lot of voter 
dissatisfaction and it’s up to us to close the deal.” 
 
He also questioned the accuracy of the poll, noting that EPIC/MRA polls had shown 
large leads for Detroit mayoral candidates Gill Hill and Freman Hendrix in elections they 
lost. 
 
Asked by a listener during an hour-long appearance on WJR radio, Mr. DeVos said he 
again he favors the direction taken by Massachusetts to provide health care to low-
income families.  “They developed a system where they use private insurance carriers,” 



he said.  “We can learn from them.”  He said he is not in favor of a “single payer 
government insurance program.” 
 
Mr. Devos said Michigan need not do everything the Bay State has done, but could use 
expanded pooling and other means to improve access to health care. 
 
Governor Jennifer Granholm has said she used some elements of the Massachusetts 
experience in negotiating a planned waiver with the federal government to provide health 
care coverage to 550,000 low-income families in Michigan. 
 
But Mr. DeVos continued to criticize the governor for not having a plan or specifics. 
 
Granholm campaign spokesperson Chris De Witt said, “Voters are responding to the fact 
that Governor Granholm has a record of putting the people Michigan first and the fact 
that DeVos has a record of putting his own interests first.  As DeVos becomes more 
desperate over the next few days, voters should be very wary about his attempts to distort 
the Governor’s record.”  
 
The poll of 600 active voters has an error margin of plus/minus 4 percent. In addition to 
the Detroit News, it was commissioned by WXYZ-TV, WILX-TV, WOOD-TV and 
WJRT-TV. 



 
Support urged for Genesee Health Plan proposal 
FLINT JOURNAL LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

FLINT 
THE FLINT JOURNAL FIRST EDITION 
Wednesday, November 01, 2006 

JOURNAL READER 

As the Nov. 7 election nears, it is important that we come together and support the efforts being made to 
provide basic health coverage for so many in need in our community through the Genesee Health Plan 
millage proposal.  

On the cover of a recent health journal, the editors pointed out that 45 million Americans are without health 
insurance. They also noted that as this number continues to grow, states are stepping in to confront a crisis 
that so far has eluded a federal solution.  

In Genesee County, we must go the extra step and address this critical need at the local level.  

Since the community came together and created the Genesee Health Plan five years ago, it has become 
the way for 34,000 of our friends, relatives and neighbors to get the primary medical care that is most 
needed.  

When Medicaid and Medicare could not provide for these needs, GHP has been there for individuals 
requiring health care.  

The funds provided by the millage will help bring such aid to more people, raising the criteria from 175 
percent to 200 percent above poverty. However, much more hinges on this approval.  

Changes in federal regulations and grant funding timelines deeply threaten the progress that has been 
made to date. Without the passage of this millage, the existence of GHP and the care provided to the 
34,000 it currently serves is in jeopardy.  

The coverage offered by GHP is limited. Even with the passage of the millage, hospitalization coverage is 
marginal. However, the care provided through GHP coverage helps people get early medical attention and 
ultimately lowers health care costs.  

As the region's public safety net hospital, Hurley Medical Center is very aware of the medical needs of our 
community and the fragility of the system that is in place to provide primary medical care for those living 
well below the standard of living that most of us enjoy.  

GHP is a critical part of the health care safety net for our community that needs our collective attention. 
Passage of the GHP millage is a means to provide appropriate medical care that is a value to the 
community, in addition to those whom it serves.  

Patrick R. Wardell  

president and chief executive officer,  

Hurley Medical Center  

***  
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Health plan good for all 
 
FLINT JOURNAL LETTER TO THE EDITOR  
 
FLUSHING 
 
THE FLINT JOURNAL FIRST EDITION 
Wednesday, November 01, 2006  
 
JOURNAL READER  

I'm writing to voice my strong support in favor of the upcoming Genesee Health Plan millage. Health care is a right too 
often denied the poor.  

The job one has or the amount of money a family makes should not determine the quality of health care they receive.  

Genesee County has its economic woes. One upward avenue will be the passage of this millage, supported by the 
Genesee County commissioners, the Genesee Regional Chamber of Commerce and local hospitals. Our individuals will 
be healthier and more secure. Small businesses may be more likely to open the doors here in Genesee County if, 
through this millage, they can provide health coverage to their employees through multiple funding sources, which is 
one of the future dreams of the plan.  

If you have ever been a young person just starting out with no insurance, if you have ever lost a job and coverage for 
your family, or if you have always been fortunate enough to have adequate health care, I urge you to vote yes on this 
millage.  

Julie Chapman  

Flushing  

 
 



 
Community showers free clinic with  
Wednesday, November 01, 2006 

The Helen M. Nickless Volunteer Clinic has captured the hearts and dollars of many people in the Bay area. 

The clinic last month topped the $3.94 million goal of its fundraising campaign, with  

$4 million donated.  

And counting.  

Congratulations, and thanks, to the community that has embraced this no-cost clinic.  

It opened more than two years ago to provide free medical care and prescriptions for people who have no 
health insurance, and little money.  

The working poor.  

The volunteer clinic is a community solution to a community problem.  

The fundraising is to build an endowment fund that uses interest on the invested money to pay for clinic 
supplies and a couple of paid staff members.  

Most of the work is done by volunteer nurses, doctors, other medical professionals and plain Janes and 
Joes who help out.  

While the original goal has been met, the fundraising continues so that the endowment may cover 
increasing costs of supplies and drugs.  

We're confident the clinic will get what it needs.  

It's a community project that has worked for 4,000 of our working poor since 2004.  

And counting.  
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Michigan Report 
 
October 31, 2006 
 

IF M.C.R.I. PASSES SOME 17 SECTIONS OF 
LAW COULD BE AFFECTED 
 
If the Michigan Civil Rights Initiative, Proposal 2006-2, is passed next Tuesday there are 
at least 17 sections of state law that would probably fail constitutional muster, including a 
provision that allows the state to take action to help adopt children with “special needs,” a 
report prepared for the Michigan Law Revision Commission says. 
 
The report was prepared to help the commission notify the Legislature what sections of 
law would need to be changed if the proposed amendment, which outlaws affirmative 
action on the basis of race, sex and other factors like ethnicity in terms of university 
admissions and public contracting and employment.  
 
The commission began discussing the report, drafted by Cooley Law School Assistant 
Professor Julie Clement, at its regular meeting on Tuesday. 
 
Richard McLellan of the commission said he wanted the body to be prepared to provide 
objective information on what changes may be needed to state law if the proposal passes.  
He said should the proposal pass it will likely end up before the courts the moment it 
takes effect. 
 
Commission member Sen. Hansen Clarke (D-Detroit) said while he appreciated the effort 
to provide objective data on laws needing changes, he was worried about the impression 
the commission “was handing to the Legislature on a silver platter how to implement this 
thing.” 
 
The report found at least 60 specific sections of state law that make specific reference to 
race, sex, color, national heritage or ethnicity.  Most would probably not be affected by 
the proposed amendment, the report said.   That only 60 sections of law could be 
potentially affected came both as a surprise and a relief to the commission. 
 
But the report does contain some caveats.  For example, while sections of law dealing 
with congressional reapportionment “probably” would still be constitutional, the report 
says: “whether the consideration of racial gerrymandering – in an effort to avoid 
discrimination or preferential treatment – will be interpreted as having granted 
preferential treatment on the basis of race.” 
 
Nor would the existence of the Michigan Women’s Commission necessarily violate the 
provision unless it makes recommendations that “result in unconstitutional discrimination 
or preferential treatment.” 
 
The Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act would also “generally” be in compliance, although its 
provisions allowing for implementation of affirmative action plans would not.  In fact, all 
affirmative action provisions whether dealing with housing, public health or student 
grants would be unconstitutional. 
 



Also falling afoul would be affirmative action requirements on contractors for housing 
programs and the state’s Center of Minority Venture Capital. 
 
Among other provisions, the requirement of schools to report on and address gender-
equity issues would be unconstitutional under the provision that bans affirmative action 
for the operation of public education. 
 
Perhaps most surprising, a provision in state law that allows the Department of 
Human Services to take actions, including financial subsidies, to help adopt “special 
needs” children would “probably not” be constitutional, according to the report.  
Special needs children are often minority children or children of different ethnic 
heritages. 
 
Asked if she thought the amendment would bar such assistance, Jennifer Gratz, 
chair of the MCRI, said that it should not since such a provision would not fall 
under education, public employment or public contracting. 
 
But the report said that the financial subsidies used in such adoptions might fall 
under the public contracting provision if the amendment is interpreted broadly.  
The amendment would have to be interpreted narrowly to avoid that conclusion, the 
report said. 
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Michigan Department of Human Services Summarily Suspends 
the Group Day Care Home License #DG820254275 of Kelly Vaughn 

 
 
November 1, 2006 
 
The Michigan Department of Human Services (DHS), Office of Children and Adult Licensing 
(OCAL) issued an order of summary suspension and amended notice of intent to revoke the 
license of Wayne County group day care home provider Kelly Vaughn, 9655 Beck Road, 
Plymouth, Michigan.  This action resulted from a recent investigation of a complaint of the child 
day care group home. 

The October 26, 2006 complaint investigation found violations of the Child Care Organizations 
Act and administrative rules regarding the care and supervision of children. OCAL took 
emergency action to protect the health, welfare, and safety of children. 

Effective 6:00 p.m., October 31, 2006, the Summary Suspension Order prohibits Kelly Vaughn 
from operating a group day care home at 9655 Beck Road, Plymouth, Michigan or at any other 
address or location. Accordingly, she may not accept children for care after that date and time.  
The order also requires Ms. Vaughn to inform all of the parents of children in her care that her 
license has been suspended and that she can no longer provide day care. 

Ms. Vaughn has held a license to operate a group day care home since July 6, 1998.  The 
license was for twelve children. 

Michigan law defines a group day care home as a private home in which more than six but not 
more than 12 minor children are given care and supervision for periods of less than 24 hours a 
day, unattended by a parent or legal guardian, except children related to an adult member of 
the family by blood, marriage, or adoption.  Group day care home includes a home that gives 
care to an unrelated minor child for more than four weeks during a calendar year. 
 
For more information, consult DHS Web site at www.michigan.gov/dhs. 
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Upper Peninsula Counties Announce New Approach to Foster Care
“Family to Family” Keeps Foster Care Kids in their Schools and Communities

November 1, 2006

MARQUETTE – For years, Michigan foster children were often placed outside their own communities and
moved multiple times while in care.  There is substantial research indicating that children in foster care
who have frequent contact with their birth parents, remain in their schools, and continue their existing
friendship and family networks, have a higher rate of successful reunification with their birth parents.

“Children are our most precious resource,” Governor Jennifer M. Granholm said.  “It is critical that we work
together to do everything we can not only to ensure the safety of our children, but also to provide them with
a stable environment in which they are surrounded by adults who care about them and will help them learn
and grow.”

That is why the Michigan Department of Human Services is working to implement a child welfare reform
initiative called Family to Family in every county in the state.  The goal of Family to Family is to place
children who must be removed from their families with one permanent and stable family in the child’s own
community until reunification with birth families can occur or until the child is released for adoption.

The Family to Family initiative has already been successfully implemented in several counties across the
state, including Michigan’s Upper Peninsula counties.  Those counties include: Alger, Baraga, Chippewa,
Delta, Dickinson, Gogebic, Houghton, Iron, Keweenaw, Luce, Marquette, Menominee, Ontonagon and
Schoolcraft.

Family to Family is a partnership between the local Department of Human Services and the community to
reduce disruption in the lives of at-risk children.  This approach ensures that birth parents, foster parents
and community representatives are involved in the decision-making process concerning the placement and
service needs of at-risk children.

In an effort to help Upper Peninsula residents better understand the Family to Family initiative, the
Department of Human Services offices hosted a community forum November 1 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
Northern Michigan University’s University Center Ontario Room, 1401 Presque Isle Ave. in Marquette.

-MORE-
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Page 2 of 2 . . . Family to Family unveiled in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula

This event featured foster parents and former foster children speaking about their experience with the child
welfare system as well as parents who are currently involved in the state’s child welfare system.
Additionally, representatives from Upper Peninsula community human service agencies talked about the
services they provide and how they work with DHS on the Family to Family initiative.

“When children are placed in foster care they often do not understand what has happened and why they
cannot live with their parents,” Marianne Udow, Michigan Department of Human Services director, said.
“When we ask children where they want to be, no matter how dysfunctional their family is, the children
overwhelmingly say they want to live with their family.  With the Family to Family approach we are able to
keep kids in their own neighborhoods and communities by placing them with extended family or kin.  The
less disruption children encounter, the easier it will be for them to succeed in school and in life.”

The Family to Family model protects children by:
� Increasing family involvement and investment in developing safety and service plans for their children.
� Utilizing extended family, kin and community-based resources to support the family and monitor

the safety of the children.
� Providing better information to DHS staff to ensure that all safety issues are addressed and back-up

plans are available.
� Keeping the children in the community, their school and with siblings who know what is “normal” for

the child and will be alert to any changes that may signal problems.
� Greater use of individualized services to meet the unique needs of a particular family.

For more information about the Family to Family initiative, visit the Michigan Department of Human Services
Web site at www.michigan.gov/dhs.
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Governor Granholm honors American Indians and Alaskan Natives 
 
 
November 1, 2006 
 
LANSING – Governor Jennifer M. Granholm has declared November as American Indian and Alaskan 
Native Heritage Month to recognize their contributions to Michigan. 

Under the theme, “Creating a Healthy Native World,” the special observation recognizes the initial 
inhabitants’ contributions to the cultural history of the nation and the state. 

The Department of Human Services, in collaboration with Michigan's 12 federally recognized Native 
American Tribes, has developed a coordinated vision and service delivery system that focuses on the 
preservation of Indian families. Working together to deliver services to children and families will help 
protect, preserve and strengthen families both on and off tribal lands. 

“Michigan residents who are American Indian and Alaskan Native have a rich cultural history, DHS 
Director Marianne Udow said. “We want to ensure that our efforts to protect families and make them self 
sufficient honor and respect their traditions and cultural practices.” 

For more information go to www.michigan.gov/dhs 

MARIANNE UDOW 
DIRECTOR 




